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Snapdragons Pre-School 
The United Community Centre, Morwenna Park Road, Northam, Bideford, Devon, EX39 1EQ
Welcome to Snapdragons!
OUR ETHOS
· We are a community pre-school, led by a voluntary committee whose purpose and intention as an integral part of the community, is to meet the needs of the families we serve.  Our ethos is centred on our values and beliefs about children and their rights.
· It is our intention to support the inclusion of all children and their families within our setting.
· We believe in ‘life-wide creativity,’ which means working in ways, which encourage positive dispositions, and enabling children to reach their full potential.
· We offer children an environment where they are valued and where they will be encouraged to explore and investigate and enjoy a wide variety of activities in a way that is appropriate for them.
· We recognise that when children join us, they have already learnt and explored so much, from spending time with you at home, working and playing together.  We want to encourage them to become ‘life-long learners,’ and to help enable them to approach new challenges and opportunities with confidence and enthusiasm.
· Our focus is on play and having FUN!  Whilst learning along the way.
· We are part of the Early Years and as such follow the Early Years Foundation Stage.  The way, in which we plan and deliver activities to meet the requirements of the EYFS, is child-centred and based on play and encouraging children’s natural curiosity and interests.
· We recognise the fact that young children need to be ‘ready’ to learn new skills.  We encourage children to be independent by offering them a warm supportive base from which they feel confident to explore.
· We recognise that children have many ways of communicating with us, other than speech.  We use Makaton sign language and have picture symbols around the setting and a visual timetable for children who require other communication systems.  We use photographs constantly, to provide a very visual picture for the child of their time with us.
· We are aware that the patterns and routine of the session are important to children and we offer an environment, which is structured but is also responsive to the children’s needs.  In practice this means that whenever possible, even if it is a particular time in our routine, such as circle time, for example, if a child is deeply involved with a painting, they would be able to continue unhindered.
· We support children by following a ‘guidance’ approach to behaviour management.  In practice, this approach means that we offer children strategies to sort out problems, such as using a sand–timer to help take turns and avoiding over-crowding at popular activities.  We encourage the skills of learning to listen to another’s point of view and in turn to be listened to, by staff and other children.  Children are able to acknowledge their own feelings and to recognise and manage emotions.  These are valuable life-skills, which will stay with them as they grow.  
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